Temporary use of an accuflex stent for unextractable common bile duct stones.
Endoscopic management has become the main therapeutic approach for the extraction of common bile duct (CBD) stones, and successful removal can be achieved in 80-90% patients using conventional balloon and basket techniques. However, if it is difficult to completely fragment a stone, or to clear the CBD, which may occur for a variety of reasons, the therapeutic problem will remain. When bile duct stones can not be removed, a viable management option is to place a biliary stent to ensure drainage. However, recent studies of long-term biliary stenting, with a plastic stent, showed a relatively high rate of morbidity and mortality. We report an alternative, unique treatment for unextractable common bile duct stones, using the temporal placement of an expandable metallic stent (EMS) to facilitate passage of fragments through the papilla.